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Eptror’s Norg

The discussion . of the relation of Alcohol to Crime
a practical importance for all countries. The author of
this pamphlet, Prof. J. Gonser, of Berlin, was formerly a
prison official and is now Secretary of the German Society
against the Misuse of Alcoholic Drinks, an organization
which, although nominally representing the “moderate” of
the German temperance advocates is, nevertheless, publish-

ing some of the best and strongest of the German total ab-
stinence literature, i

The suggestions of Prof. Gonser as to what the prisons
could do in a remedial way have an application in countries
other than Germany, as have his remarks on the difficulties
engendered in such work by the alcoholic environment, cus-
toms and temptations to which the prisoner must return on
his release.
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g Statistical Bureau of Ber-

lin, which covered 97,376 sentences for dangerous bodily assaults. Of these, as
the laborious investigation showed, in 34,652 cases, or 35.6 per cent, that is
in more than a third, the deed was committed on a Sunday or holiday; 69,543 on
the other six working days, while in 2,181 the day of the act was not ascer-
tained. Of the dangerous assaults, 198 occurred on work days, but 578 on Sun-
days or holidays, that is three times as many. 1

“The result would have been still more favorable to the working day_s
and unfavorable to Sundays and holidays,” the statistical office definitely af-
firmed, “if it had been possible to take into account the special holidays of the
separate states and institutions.” But we have also reliable facts to work
with from these separate localities.

It is necessary to state here that when we have spoken of “alcohol” in the
foregoing pages we have not meant that spirits alone are to blame, as people
formerly were inclined to think.

Assaults More Fréquent Where Heavy Drinking Is Prevalent

This work with the statistics of the German Empire, has also taken account
of the geographical distribution of dangerous assaults. The results thus ob-
tained were as follows:

Pfalz had by far the highest figures, 633 per 100,000 convictions, or 265 per
cent of the average for the Empire. Next came lower Bavaria with 565, or 236
percent; Mannheim, with 481, or 201 per cent, and Oppeln, with 473, or 198 per
cent of the national average. In connection with this extraordinary preponder-
ance of dangerous assaults in the countries just mentioned, it is pointed out
in the criminal statistics that it tends to indicate an influence from alcohol.
“Crime,” it says, “is frequent along the eastern border of the empire, where
spirits are more the native drink, but it is still more frequent in Bavaria, which
is renowned for its beer, and most frequent in Pfalz, noted for the abundance
and cheapness of its wines, also in other upper Rhine regions.”

Alcohol and Crimes Against Property

Pastor Dr. von Rohden, of Dusseldorf, has taken pains to learn the previous
history of 68 cases of offenses against property. He published the result in an
article entitled, “The Social Motives in Crime,” appearing in the Zeitschrift fir
Sozialwissenschaft (Journal of Social Science).

Of the 68 perpetrators of crime against property, 55 were men and 10 of
these were under the influence of alcohol at the time. As the author expressed
it: “Out for mischief after a drinking bout,” or “robbed his drinking companion.s,”
or “to get money for drink,” or “was well-to-do but drank,” or “good position
but drank,” etc.

In 16 other cases the indirect connection with drink was perfectly'clear-
In 29 cases only the alcoholic factor could not be clearly made out, but it was
evident without a question that there was some alcoholic influence at work
among these cases. )

I, myself, tried, once in the Heilbrenner prison cells, to ascertain the al((:lo:
holic factors among the total number of inmates, by me'ax.xs of the.a court re;olferaé
by inquiries at the houses, and by questioning the indmdx.lal' prisoners. i
were 124 male prisoners whom I had thus under t}xe mag{nfymg' ;glasls. iy
these there were 106, condemned for various oﬂ'enses, in ‘VVth 1.511 c:)he ooy
Played a part, either in their previous living or in connection Wi !
and only 18 in which such a connection was entirely absent.
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The Alcoholic Factor in Crime Not Confined to One Class
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for a while in the gutter riotu ents if he stumbles home dead dl"unk if he lies
sults the police, Pushes z;nd gl §Canda10usly with any kind of a ’fcllow, in-

“Spotless is our honor
Like a polished shield,”

Repeated O

If the connection bet
centage of the first offens
According to the cri
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first time; i

ffenders apg Alcohop

ween alcoly : :

es, it ig stillOIrnind Crime is present in so large a per~
minal statistics fre S0 1n the criminal repeater.

s year 1901, the number of repedt

Of the total number of T
before formed 42 per cent;
fore, 25 per cent; six times
Ntences was unknown.

cent six times and over. The proportion of those who had been sentenced more
than five times had doubled in 20 years.

All students of the subject agree that alcohol is here much oftener to be
regarded as an explanation (than in the first-offense class.) According to Neuhaus

(“The Recidivist Criminals in Prussia,” Journal of the Royal Statistical Bureau,
1904) there were among the recidivists in Prussia, 1900-1902:

Habitual Drunk at time
Year. Drinker. of last crime. Tramps. Prostitutes.
1900 Men...... 27.4 354 18.2 0.6
1900 Women..22.0 9.2 14.2 37.6
1901 Men...... 25.3 33.7 16.4 0.6
1901 Women..19.3 9.0 11.9 325
1902 Men...... 24.7 35.6 15.7 0.7
1902 Women..23.7 9.5 16.6 38.1

Therefore, about one-fourth of the men, somewhat less of the women, were
habitual drinkers. Of the men, more than a third, of the women, almost one-
tenth, had committed the last act in a state of drunkenness. The tramps formed
about a sixth of both sexes (these are practically all drinkers.)

The great number of prostitutes among the women (over a third) shows
that there drink and prostitution are most closely associated, the number of
habitual drinkers among the women repeaters is really larger than the official
figures ascertained assign. The same is unquestionably true of the men re-
peaters. The official figures are to be regarded only as minimal as they enumer-
ate only thg most pronounced soakers. ’

VI. CHECKING ALCOHOLIC CRIME

If we turn our attention only to those facts that are absolutely established,
without taking into consideration those for which we have only estimates, it
follows that whoever wishes to diminish the number of crimes and criminals—
and who does not—can not escape the task of doing all he can to stop this chief
source. For these reasons to which a series of others based upon hygienic and
economic grounds are also to be added, it is the duty of all who wish to pre-
vent crime and help the prisoners to join in the fight against alcoholism,

Difficulties and Opportunities of the Prison

Education in prison has undoubtedly its special difficulties. The compulsory
association of occasional and habitual criminals, of men who have stepped aside
from the most various paths of rectitude, begets in the prison a general atmos-
phere which influences more or less the individual prisoner.

On the other hand, by separation from the outside world, at least through
isolation in the prison cells, injurious influences of various kinds are shut out.
The prisoners open their hearts easily to friendly, serious talk. Influences can
be exerted with more concentration upon the individual. This is true of prison
life for all educational questions, and not least for our question. '

Truly, if this education is to bear fruit, the problem of alcohohsm. and bOf
the alcoholic must be given its proper place. Not much will_ be_ gccomplnshe’d lg
those who see in intemperance only a personal fault of the individual a;ld “tOltJhe
make him alone responsible; not much either by those who loo}c on 2' adrink
universally prevalent drinking customs and the strong temptat‘onfsthz (e
to which the alcoholic was formerly subjected, and take too much o
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away .‘from him. The first is hard and gives rise to bitterness; the second is to0
effeminate and calls forth no strong internal reaction in the alcoholic.

Intemperance is a personal fault as well as a social fault. What is most im-
portant is for the individual to come to a decision.

énd. yet a second consideration. Formerly, people were inclined to
see 1in intemperance only a vice; therefore, they used only moral measures.
That was ‘one-sided. Equally one-sided at present appears to be the greater
dfmger if mt'emperance is to be looked upon only as a disease, and the ques-
tan of conscience is to be more or less eliminated. The alcoholic’can and must—
aside from individual exceptions—be held responsible for his drinking,

Equally certain is it that intemperance can and frequently does léad to dis-
ease—a co.ndition in which nothing further can be gained by reproaches, in which
sympathetic support and comfort are needed. It is a matter of indivi’dual test-
ing, what judgment and treatment should be given.

. If once a certainty in diagnosis can be reached by thorough study and prac-
tical experience, then it will no longer be too difficult to work out the individual
problem.

What can be done individually in our particular line to the prisoner and for
the prisoners? .

The prisoner is brought in. Registration follows immediately. It is not
so very much trouble, in connection with other information to establish clearly
the facts we mentioned under IV., not by conducting a judicial inquisitorium, but
with interested friendliness. This information will be further enlarged in, the
course of the prison term, in some cases corrected. If we could gather during
one year, from all, or at least from many prisons, from all outgoing and in-
coming prisoners, information concerning the relation between alcohol and
crime, it would form a very valuable contribution to the question, The mor
knowledge of the alcohol question possessed by the person making; the s &
gation and the keener his criticisms, so much the more carefully would 11;1\ ES.l'l-
vestigation be made and the more reliable would be the results obtainedt o
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The Value of Printed Matter

In the prison library should be a large number of books that treat the al-
cohol question, in narrative or instructive form. Among these books there
should be not only those written from the religious standpoint (these, naturally,
should not be lacking), but also those that put health and economics in the fore-
ground. In every cell there should be placed, (as has already been done with
good effect in some prisons), wall placards which show in brief, crisp, clear sen-
tences, the dangers of alcohol, and in wall pockets well-written pamphlets, which,
by repeated reading, will be converted by the prisoners into their very lives.

Personal Example of Officials

In the prison itself alcohol in every form should be banished from every
room. It makes a singular impression on a prisoner who has been persuaded
to become an anti-alcoholic if he is confronted with the beer bottle when sent
to the room of an overseer or higher officer. It is certain that the majority of
the prisoners must be won, not simply to moderation, but to abstinence. In
some of the men intemperance has already led to indications of disease, or the
moral power of resistance has been greatly weakened. With very many, there-
fore, the first glass again will be the beginning of the end. It is also certain
that only those who are themselves abstainers can lead others to abstinence.
That is a fact that has been verified by innumerable cases.

I may be permitted, at this point, to tell a personal experience. While drink-
ing moderately myself, I took special pains to recommend abstinence to the
prisoners. But I always had a strong impression that the men were saying to
themselves: “That is nice talk, He would turn me against my beer, or whis’l’(y,
which is often the only enjoyment I have, while he treats himself to. his gl.ass.

Immediately the condition changed, and my advice was taken in a different
attitude when I could say: I am myself abstinent; it is not necessary for me, per-
sonally, but I do it, in order to show you that one can get along.without alcoholic
drinks, that strength and enjoyment are not diminished by abstinence, but rather
the co’ntrary. From that time on I know that in many of the worst cases I ob-
tained results. . '

I am not disposed to make this attitude a condition of holding an 01‘ﬁc1al
position in a prison, but whoever will take an earnest stand in this line w:II. in
any case, be always less troubled by the question: Who should be the protection
and support of the weak?

Helpful Environment for the Discharged Prisoner

Now comes the day of discharge: On his departure the he'art of the prisoner
is in a state of jubilant anticipation at getting o.utside of px::son \V?.]IS. Anfl a
last impressive word will not be lost if it occurs in conversation duru}g the time
of close relations. Very great are the temptations and dangers out51dfe and for
that reason he needs to enter a protective circle. If h(‘? returns to his family,
how do his nearest relatives stand on the alcohol unS‘thﬂ?‘ An example from
my own experience: A married man (a mason) was in prison for‘ the .SC.Cf)l'ld
time, both offenses being for cruelty committed in the state of intoxication.
After his second admission he wrote home tha.t the food was good, only.he
did not get any beer. In the next letter the wife wrote that she was praying

daily that God would move the heart of the director to allow him the beer that

was so necessary for his health and strength—a case that is both laughable

and pathetic,
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) The woman was in earnest. Instead of being glad that her husband was
bem.g weaned from alcohol which had caused so much unhappiness in the
family, .shf: was afraid that going without it would injure his health.

g 11: is 1nt9b1the midst c?f suc;h opinions that many convicts return. Would it
relatifesp‘;fss:) t?:; Eléhste:?é;i?hterature, perhaps by a short letter, to bring the
cise(iVI?;yﬁfzsaor;ir;sﬁ:etwuhout family ties. In these cases care must be exer-
i : itute, '1'“he surest way, always, when it can be done, is to

g the man mt9 touch with a society for the care of prisoners in an abstin-
ence society, and, lf possible, have him become a member of such a society while
he s still in the prison. It frequently happens that his first taste of liberty leads
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VII. THE DEMAND FOR AN ALCOHOL-FREE WORLD

No social welfare work can be done for itself alone. It is only proper, and
attended by results when it is carried on in conjunction with the great whole.
This is true in a special sense with anti- alcoholic education in the prisons.

How do we explain the many cases that fall back into drink and through
drink enter again the paths of crime?

A South German workhouse chaplain wrote me recently: “The prisoners de-
clare, unreservedly, ‘Put us in an alcohol-free world and we are rescued.”” What
are the facts? When the prisoner goes back to freedom he enters a more or
less alcoholized world. This sounds hard, but it corresponds, unfortunately,
with the facts. In the prisons the man hears that alcoholic drinks are entirely
unnecessary. Outside, he finds the theory and practice that these drinks are ne-
cessary and excellent food substances, and that hard work can not be done
without them.

In the prison, he hears of the many miseries that alcohol causes. Outside,
at liberty, he finds an almost indissoluble bond between enjoyment and alcohol.
It is taken at work and after work, on workdays and Sundays, in the home and

" outside of it. It is drunk by those holding property and those without property.

Tt is a care-breaker for the poor, a joy-giver to those who crave pleasure. It is
offered, almost forced, upon one from every side. Friends exhort, numberless
public houses entice, the seller invites.

What wonder if the boat on which the man embarked with honest resolu-
tions is overturned in a sea of alcohol.

Qur work in this field will always have to count on many failures and will
have little lasting results to hope for as long as it does not succeed in creating
a strong temperance or abstinence movement, which will fundamentally change
public opinion, correct false views, improve customs, reform conditions, and di-
minish the demand for drink.

Many noble public-spirited people have recognized this and are engaged
in the work. The societies that have taken part in the fight against alcoholism,
whether in the line of temperance or of abstinence have made great progress.
But many other workers and comrades in arms are needed.

The German people can perform their great task for civilization, can over-
come their social misery, can take and hold their national place in the com-
petition of the races only when both the upper and lower classes of our people
recognize and become aware that sobriety and temperance are the sources of
health and strength, of efficiency and the power of resistance.

If we place ourselves in the ranks of the friends of temperance and absti-
nence, if, in whatever social position and calling we may be, we promote by word
and act the efforts of these generally beneficial societies, we shall be working
for a prosperous development of our people and for a diminution of the feeding
ground upon which crime thrives

CONCLUSION

1f this work is to achieve great and lasting results it must join in a con-
tinually advancing temperance and abstinence movement, which will correct
popular misconceptions, combat drinking customs, decrease the desire for drink
and displace enjoyment of alcohol with better pleasures, a movement in which
prison officials and all friends for the aid of prisoners will be most effective co-

operators and fellow combatants,
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